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Woman gets prison in medical fraud
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A Port Allen businesswoman received a two-year prison term and a bill from the federal government Thursday for $103,982 after she pleaded guilty to health-care fraud and money laundering.

The indictment against Cleopatra Lacour Montgomery, 53, says she used her company, P&L Medical Services Inc., to bill Medicare for power wheelchairs and other equipment that either was never delivered or was replaced by cheaper substitutes.

Because of “her avarice,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Rene I. Salomon said, some retirees may never receive wheelchairs that Medicare purchased on their behalf.

“She has misappropriated those funds,” Salomon told U.S. District Judge James J. Brady.

Lindsey Scott, an attorney for Montgomery, asked Brady to consider a lighter sentence because the woman’s 12-year-old daughter has diabetes.

And Montgomery asked to serve her prison sentence only on weekends.

“You knew what you were doing,” Brady said. “You schemed to do this. You’re going to have to pay.”
